
 

 

Your Child’s 
Art & You 

We would love 
your recyclables!  

Welcome to the 
C.H.O.I.C.E. 

Art Studio 

Start a conversation 
about your child’s 

artwork by using one of 
these questions: 

- Can you tell me about it? 

- Why did you make it? 

- How did you make it? 

- What were you inspired by? 

- What materials did you use? 

- What did you discover?  

Men’s Old Button Down Shirts 

Cereal Boxes 

Calendars with neat pictures 

Any size Fabric Pieces  

Empty Wipe Boxes 

Magazines 

Yarn, String, or Ribbon 

Clean Styrofoam 

Old Cards 

Toilet or Paper Towel Tubes 

Straws 

 

Guy E. Rowe 
Elementary School 
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“The essential goal of art 
teaching is to inspire 

children to behave like 
artists … to feel what it is 
to gather an art idea on 

one’s own and act on it … 
to reveal to children that 
art comes from within 

themselves, not from the 
teacher.”- George Szekely 

Alisa Blundon 

Art Teacher 

alisa_blundon@sad17.k12.me.us 

Your artist is going to be 
exploring with materials, ideas, 

techniques, inspiration, and 
style this year. Remember not 

all artwork is or should be 
display ready but each piece is 

just as important to the process. 



 

 
 

Centers 

What is C.H.O.I.C.E. based art? 
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C.H.O.I.C.E. stands for Children Having 
Original, Individualized, Creative Experiences. 
This Visual Arts program at Guy E. Rowe 
Elementary School is based on the principles and 
practices of the nationally recognized and 
research-backed “Choice-Based Art Education,” 
and “The Teaching for Artistic Behavior (TAB) 
Partnership.” The idea is simple: Children are 
offered real choices for responding to their own 
ideas and interests through the making of art. 
When given the chance to explore their own ideas, 
passions, and interests, children often find greater 
meaning and relevance in their work.  

In many typical Art Rooms, it is the teacher 
who develops an idea, choosing both materials and 
subject matter. The student follows step-by-step 
instructions to complete the “project.” This leaves 

The C.H.O.I.C.E. Studio is 
arranged into carefully organized 
“Centers” to promote students 
responsibility, self-reliance, and 
creative experiences. These 
Centers are divided by subject 
matter, and are opened one at a 
time throughout the year. Basic, 
age-appropriate supplies are 
introduced first. Over time, as 
students’ abilities, confidence, 
and independence grow, new 
techniques are demonstrated, and 
more complex materials may 
become available for students to 
discover.  

 

Studio Centers Opening 
Throughout the Year: 

Drawing Collage 

Painting   Idea 

Sculpture Fiber Arts 

Clay    Printmaking 
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very little room for independence, creative 
thinking, problem solving, and exploring. As a 
result, students may become bored, frustrated, or 
even develop a lack of confidence in their own 
abilities, believing they are “just no good at art!” 

In a C.H.O.I.C.E. Studio, there is no 
prescribed “project.” Instead the teacher offers 
guidance, suggestions, resources, and 
demonstrations for supplies and techniques. The 
students are regarded as artists, and are free to 
make their own choices concerning subject matter 
and materials. Independence and responsibility are 
encouraged, and students are taught and expected 
to: Set up their own workspace; Explore, 
experiment, and create original works based on 
their own ideas and interests; Take care of the 
space and supplies available to them.  


